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that these children, who can never be-
come citizens, will somehow be allowed
to vote for him. It is outrageous.

We must not make light of this trag-
edy. These are children—desperate
boys and girls who are being demonized
after being brutally victimized by drug
traffickers. Opponents of immigration
are exploiting their desperation for po-
litical sport, but the stakes could not
be higher for the Republican Party.

With only 6 legislative days before
the July 4 recess, Republican leaders
have little or no time to demonstrate
compassion and understanding of the
immigration issue, enact real border
security, allow legal immigration that
feeds our economy, and get people who
have lived here for decades on the
books.

Six days, Mr. Speaker, before this
issue clobbers the Republican Presi-
dential nominee in the 2016 election.
You may have waited too long to act,
but that is—as it always has been—up
to you.

———

AMERICA NEEDS NATIONAL
ENERGY POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, head-
lined today in one of the papers: ‘‘Oil
Prices to Rise as High as $120 Per Bar-
rel Due to the Iraqi Crisis.”

Headlined a couple of days ago: “Oil
at a 3-Month High on Iraq Anxiety.”

This brings me back to an issue that
I have spoken of many times through-
out the years as a Member of Congress,
that this Nation needs to have a na-
tional energy policy and, just like you
would in a good investment portfolio, a
diversified energy portfolio.

In the energy arena, I break it into
two areas: electricity generation and
transportation fuels. In electricity gen-
eration, we need to have the full range
of competitive fueling technologies to
have enough electricity at low prices
to fuel and run our economy.

It is hot in Washington, D.C., today.
A lot of air conditioners are on, and we
want to be able to cool our homes at
low prices. That means having a diver-
sified energy portfolio: nuclear power,
coal, natural gas, hydro, wind, and
solar.

A debate on a diversified energy port-
folio doesn’t put all of your eggs in one
basket. It allows you to have flexibility
when there is a crunch or crisis in one
of the other areas—likewise in the
transportation fuel arena, especially
with the crisis in Iraaq.

Mr. Speaker, who would have
thought, after all these years, we
would still be held hostage to high
crude oil prices from an unstable re-
gion far away off our shores? Shame on
us for not taking advantage of what we
have locally and in the North Amer-
ican continent.

That is why we need to continue our
focus on a diversified portfolio for lig-
uid transportation fuels. Based upon
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the premise of energy security, we
should not be held hostage to countries
that don’t like us, who want to do us
harm, who use our money to fund ex-
tremists, but here we are again, in that
same position.

So what would a diversified liquid
transportation fuel portfolio look like?
Well, we know what it would look like.
Let’s make sure we use this new tech-
nology of fracking and take this crude
oil and natural gas out of our ground
and use that to fuel ourselves, not rely-
ing on other countries.

Let’s finish the Keystone XL pipeline
from our North American neighbors—
the Canadians—who are our friends and
allies, who will not be an unstable re-
gime, but would be a loyal ally, as they
have been for years and years and
years.

Let’s continue to move on a renew-
able fuel portfolio, use our agricultural
resources in ethanol and soy diesel and
beef tallow to ensure that there is a di-
versified portfolio, so that if any one
sector is stressed, you have other sec-
tors in the liquid transportation arena
that can pick up the slack and make
sure that we are never held hostage
again by these foreign regimes.

It is very frustrating to go through
this energy cycle where we think ev-
erything is fine, the world is at peace,
and we start having debates about
shutting down this diversified port-
folio, only to be reminded—like we are
right now—of unstable regimes that
don’t like us, that when they go into
crisis, we all pay.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we re-
member energy security means energy
security and a diversified portfolio on
electricity generation and liquid trans-
portation fuels. I hope we continue to
make that message as we move
through the legislative calendar this
year.

——
NATIONAL POLLINATOR WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
Members of Congress come to the floor
to take the opportunity to urge that
we deal with the great issues of the
day—the failure of the House of Rep-
resentatives to deal with climate chal-
lenge and global warming; to reduce
senseless gun violence; and the crying
need to rebuild and renew America and
pay for the rebuilding—but there are
also a range of other issues that don’t,
on the surface, appear to be quite that
important, but play a critical part in
the bigger picture.

Today, I would like to address just
one small part of the bigger picture be-
cause this is National Pollinator Week,
where we recognize the importance of
honeybees and over 250,000 other spe-
cies that pollinate our food and which
create $20 billion to $30 billion in agri-
cultural production in the TUnited
States every year. Honeybees alone are
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responsible for pollinating one in every
three bites of food we eat. Nearly 100
varieties of fruits depend on honeybee
pollination.

While significant media attention
has been devoted in recent years to the
decline of honeybees, there is evidence
of wild pollinator declines. Native bees
are especially important to a number
of iconic northwest agricultural prod-
ucts—such as cherries, apples, berries,
as well as seed crops like alfalfa,
canola, and vegetable seed.

I am proud that, in my community,
we are home to the internationally-re-
nowned Xerces Society, a nonprofit in
the forefront of pollinator protection
and habitat conservation, which har-
nesses the knowledge of scientists and
the enthusiasm of citizens to imple-
ment conservation programs world-
wide.

We saw in our community that busi-
nesses were stepping up to educate citi-
zens and give pollinators a home. Last
year, the rooftops of two local New
Seasons Market grocery stores became
home to several honeybee colonies—
over 50,000 small pollinators—as part of
the store’s Bee Part of the Solution
campaign.

Last summer, the Overlook neighbor-
hood in my district started a project to
become Portland’s first pesticide-free
neighborhood. Hundreds of households
have committed to landscaping with-
out the use of toxic chemicals to pro-
tect the habitat for not just bees, but
wildlife as well.

These efforts are very important be-
cause the pollinator species and the
livelihoods they support are suffering
catastrophic loss, reaching an alarming
42 percent loss in recent studies.
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American beekeepers have been con-
sistently reporting severe colony losses
of this magnitude for the last several
years. The situation is serious and can
have a devastating impact both on our
food systems and the environment.

A certain class of insecticides,
neonicotinoids, have been linked to
damaging effects on honeybees and
other pollinators, such as impairing
their foraging and feeding behavior,
disorientation, failure to find their way
back to the beehives, weakened immu-
nity, and interrupting the reproductive
process.

A year ago, over 50,000 bumblebees
died in Oregon as a direct result of an
exposure to a neonicotinoid lawfully
applied to trees for cosmetic purposes—
the largest bumblebee kill on record.

Citing the mounting threats from
these pesticides that honeybees and
other pollinators now face and the im-
portance and the value of the polli-
nation process, last year Congressman
CONYERS and I introduced H.R. 2692,
Saving America’s Pollinators Act. The
bill would direct the Environmental
Protection Agency to immediately sus-
pend the use of the most bee-toxic
neonicotinoids and review the impact
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